MOUNTAIN-EARS
LARIMER COUNTY FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE CLUB

October Club
Trip
The Club trip will be
to Fun Daze, meeting
at the normal location
and time. (North King
Soopers at 8:30 am
and leave at 9:00 am)
The Mountaineers will
be providing the main
dish with pulled pork
sandwiches and
Sloppy Joe’s. We ask
that everyone bring a
side dish or dessert to
share. More will be
discussed at the
meeting next week.
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September Trip Report
Caribou Creek

One of the Club Trips on Sunday September
25th was to Caribou Creek near Nederland. We
all met up at Walmart in Longmont, people
started to arrive at 8:30 am. We departed a little
after 9am, and headed towards Hwy 72, there
were 6 jeeps in the group heading to Caribou,
once we got to the trail head a little after ten we
found a parking lot where there were restrooms,
we aired down and headed to trail FR 505 for
Caribou Creek. We saw some very beautiful tree
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Guests at Last Meeting

John Carter
Troy & Jill White
Reyes & Deedra
Murrieta
Joe & Nicole Hicks

New Members

Matt Lingg #95
Troy & Jill White #96

2017 Summer Trip
Our 2017 Summer Trip will
be to Buena Vista. We will
be exploring the area July
22 - 28. So start making
your plans to join us for this
week of High Country Fun.

October Newsletter

colors with fall around the corner, and found a
spot where we could get a group pic with the
fall colors in the background.
We proceeded up trail where we found a
good place to break for lunch, and talk about
other wheeling trips people have been on and
upcoming trips some were going on. After
lunch we went up
the trail and saw a
mine that was left
standing,
but
couldn't see very far
in because it had
collapsed. We got
to the top of what we think was Eldora
Mountain that had great views of the ski resort,
and all the trees turning colors.
We turned around and headed back down
to the big parking lot of the old mining town,
there is where we aired up and some went down
the road and headed
towards Nederland
and the Boulder
area, While the rest
of us went back
through caribou
back to Hwy 72
once we got back to the parking lot we aired up
and checked for damage on the gremlin track
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Ballard Road Clean-up
Sunday, October 30th

We are planning and
scheduling a work day
for Ballard road for
Sunday October 30th,
Meeting place will be
King Soopers at 8:30 am
and departing promptly
at 9:00 am with an
alternate meet location
of those in the south to
meet in Masonville. The
main objective of this
clean-up is to pick up
trash, clean campsites
and block off any illegal
trails with what we can
find in the area. We will
also be taking inventory
of items needed and
making a plan to do a
complete clean-up of the
area and install signage
in the spring.
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bar tie rod went out even with a strap on it, and
chewed up a new u-joint, like they say if you’re
not braking it you’re not having fun. It was a
nice and fun trail and
would recommend
people to check it out
with all the fall colors.
Though some were
giving a hard time
because we didn't do the shelf road, but there is
always next time for the shelf road. Until then,
keep the shiny side up and all four on the
ground and see you out on the trail.

GREMLIN

September Trip Report
Johnny Park / Pole Hill
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A few pictures from
other trips
MSV/Coney Flats

It was 9:15 when the Mountaineers fired up
their motors and turned their wheels in the
direction of Johnny Park Road; a trail the club
hasn't visited in almost 2 years. 9 vehicles left
the Walmart parking lot that morning and
started the convoy up towards the trailhead.
We stopped shortly after our turn onto Big Elk
Rd to perform the customary airing down of
tires and disconnecting of sway bars.
As we followed the road towards the trailhead,
we were able to see the massive amount of
damage to the road from the flood a few years
ago. Huge portions of the roadway were
missing and we alternated
between black top and dirt
along much of the journey.
Fi n a l l y w e r e a c h e d t h e
trailhead and peeled off onto
pure dirt. We paused for a
brief moment to let one of the
attendees in a Scout lock in
their hubs and then we were
oﬀ.
Craig took the lead and we bumped along for
about 30 minutes when the CBs crackled to life
and we heard Craig announce that he found a
dead end. Alternator Dave pulled up his GPS
app and found that we weren't on a marked trail
anymore. Since Dave was in the back and had

October Newsletter

4

Club Sponsors
Bullhide Liner 4x4 &
Auto Accessories
5817 South College
Ave.
Ft. Collins CO
970-224-2288

Horsepower Auto
Brokers, LLC
417 N. US HWY 287
Ft. Collins CO
970-482-2579
www.horsepowerauto.
com

Fry's Auto Care
210 Commerce Dr.
Ft. Collins CO
970-310-7195
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the route back to the trail, he turned around
and became the lead. Everyone fell in line; this
time Craig picked up the tail.
As we tracked our way back towards 118, Dave
announced that
his drivetrain was
making a noise.
Craig suggested
seeing if the
p r o b l e m
happened
in
2WD or 4 high.
Neither of those
modes made any noise; it only happened in 4
low. That's when Dave realized that his transfer
case linkage was probably getting more and
more out of adjustment. After that he managed
to keep his Jeep in 4 low by holding up on the
handle for the rest of the trip.
We reached the end of 118 and Dave was sure
there was another leg
on the trail that had
some more obstacles
and scenic views, but
couldn't remember
where it was. We
decided to stop for
lunch there, and Dave
noticed that there was a tiny trail called
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Parachute Hill that went up to the north. He took the trail up, and found the
location he remembered, but since we had planned to run Pole Hill after this,
he decided there wouldn't be time and we'd have to run this portion of the
trail next time.
After lunch, the Scout peeled oﬀ from the group
to head home and Craig led the charge to Pole
Hill. When we arrived at Pole Hill, Craig
announced that Dave would be leading the group
through Pole Hill and he would be heading back
to town. After a quick pause at the entrance, the
remaining 7 vehicles were oﬀ. Dave led the group
with the help of a Chuck Wells' book.
Following the book turn by turn it had us
traveling through amazing views; the fall colors
popped, the mountains were gorgeous. At one point, we had to backtrack
because it looked like 247D was closed, but the disappointment in not
following that route was made up by the view at the top of 122A. We paused
there for a while to let everyone take photos and stretch their legs.
After that we made our way back down and
out to the entrance of the trail.

LEDEAUX
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Highway 14 Cleanup
On September 24th, we had ten Mountaineers show up to pick up trash along
our 2 mile Adopt-A-Highway section of highway 14 in the Poudre Canyon. We
split the work into groups and started the trash cleanup. John and Don found a
cell phone with a cracked faceplate. They planned to try and charge it up and
find out who the owner was. We also picked up over a 150 plastic miniature
Canadian Mist bottles on a two block long area on the south side of the road.
During the spring cleanup we found about the same amount of miniature
Canadian Mist bottles in the same area. What’s up with that! After the work
was done, as what has become a tradition, we headed to the Braskich
plantation for a delicious breakfast of blueberry pancakes and bacon.
A big thank you to all those who gave up part of their Saturday morning to help
keep the Poudre Canyon neat and tidy for everyone to enjoy. Also thanks to
Mike and Bianca who for several years now have fed us when the work was
completed.
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Vehicle Recovery

On Sunday September 25th some of the Mountaineers Family went out on
a recovery mission to one of our Adopt-a-Trails, Kelly Flats to recover a
rolled Toyota Tacoma from Heart Attack Hill.
While we always like to bring along anyone that
wants to help out and/or learn, in this case it
was not possible due to the situation. It was an
extremely long pull with winches and had a very
high danger involved. For these reasons we
limited the eﬀort to only what was needed to
complete the task safely.
Fortunately this recovery was also done with the Driver of the vehicle
present, as from looking at the vehicle you would not think anyone could
of survived but other than a couple stitches he was essentially unharmed.
Their ordeal started with attempting Heart Attack hill when the vehicle
stalled and begun to roll backwards. The rear tire went into a hole causing
them to loose control and slide sideways starting the rollover.
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They rolled an estimated 12-15 times ending up roughly 600' from the first
roll. The driver was ejected about 1/2 way down
while the passenger was inside for the entire ride.
They both were extremely lucky as this could of
ended much worse than it did.
Remember to always buckle up and KNOW
YOUR LIMITS of both you and your vehicle.
****DISCLAIMER****
Recovery Vehicles were positioned oﬀ-trail to make the recovery safer with
permission from the Forest Service, this by no means says it is ok to go oﬀ
trail and should never do so without permission from the proper people.
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Member's Ride
Member Name: AJ and Jennifer Romero #72
Ride Make & Model: 1998 Jeep Wrangler Sport
Engine: 4.0L
Transmission: Automatic
Transfer Case: Stock ends and transfer
Wheels & Tires: 33" Goodyear W/ Aluminium Alloys
Springs & Shocks: Rancho Suspension
Breaks: Front Disc
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October 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
CJ Stone

2
Mike Golly
Byron Nash
Ryan Adams

3
Marti Helgeson

9

10 BOARD MEETING

4
Clifton DeWitt

5
Patrick Riley
Riley Ann Mikkelson

6
Elaine
Allbrandt
Sarah Paul

7

8

11

12
Gary Helgeson

13

14
Alice Kinnison

15

19 CLUB MEETING
Rachelle Washburn
Dustin Paben

20

21

22
Tim Palmer
Chuck Graves

26
Melony Dixon
Peggy Scheck
Kyle Haywood

27
Laura Gibbons

28
Mike Castell
Layla
Marooney

29

T&B Palmer

J&L Schrader
16

17

18

A&L Grubbs
23 CLUB TRIP /
30

24 / 31

Xavier Bettery

J&L Marooney

25

November 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
Ron Kapperman

3

4
Andrea Paben
Tyler Schleppy
R&A Lietz

5

G&M Helgeson
6

7 BOARD MEETING
Anna Mueller

8

9

10
Jason
Richards

11
Drew Claus

12

13

14

15

16 CLUB MEETING

17

18

19

20 CLUB TRIP
Jim Jansen

21
David LeDeaux

22
Bob Opdyke

23

24
Dick Jansen
Kimberlely
Malone

25

26

27
Bridget Peterson

28
Darold Klein

29
Tom Washburn

30

Board Meeting:
Membership Meeting:
Club Trip:
October Newsletter

Nov. 7 7:30pm
Dec. 12 7:30pm
Oct. 19 7:30pm
Nov. 16 7:30pm
Oct. 23 9:00am

Scott Riley
Michelle Opdyke
Knights of Columbus, 121 N. Meldrum, Ft. Collins
Knights of Columbus, 121 N. Meldrum, Ft. Collins
North King Soopers N. College & Willox
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