
Buena Vista 2014 
!
Mountaineers began arriving about 
noon at the Snowy Peaks RV Park in 
Buena Vista on Friday June 20th. That 
afternoon was spent setting up camp 
and planning what trails we would be 
tackling during the week.  It seemed 
that we all remembered the heavy rains 
we encountered every day two years ago 
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July Club Trip 

This Month's Club 
Trip will be to Middle 
St. Vrain and Coney 
Flats. Please meet at 
t h e W a l - M a r t i n 
Longmont on the 
corner of Hwy 287 & 
Hwy 66. We will leave 
at 9:30am Sunday 
July 20th. 

Possible Camping 
t r i p :  W i t h t h e 
monthly c lub tr ip 
taking us to Middle St. 
Vrain and Coney Flats 
t h e re i s a l s o t h e 
possibility of a Camp 
n i g h t o n B u n c e 
School Rd.  We will 
discuss this in further 
detail at the members 
meeting to see who 
would be interested 

MOUNTAIN-EARS 
LARIMER COUNTY FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE CLUB



as almost every 
camp had a 
brand new EZ-
Up for shelter.  
We had fun 
visiting with old and new friends.  The 
Holder family drove all the way from 
Missouri to wheel with us just as they 
d id l a s t year in Moab . Ne w c lub 
member Joe Hol t , f l e w in f rom 
Venezuela just to wheel with us and try 
out the new rock crawling upgrades on 
his Jeep."

For the first trail day we chose one of 
the most popular 
t ra i l s in Buena 
Vista, Chinaman 
Gulch. We had 17 
vehicles show up 
a t the Ci ty 

Market, all anticipating a great day of 
whee l ing . The t ra i l p ro ved to be 
difficult and we stopped at al l the 
challenges such as the “Rockpile”, 
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in camping for the 
weekend. There are 
m a n y c a m p s i t e s 
available along the trail 
to fit a good size group 
in, as well as not being 
that far away f rom 
meeting everyone for 
the club run sunday 
morning in Camp Dick. 

!
Guests at         

Last Meeting 
Dylan Smith 

Robin Noehl 

Carl Malone



“Waterfal l” and the “Little Double 
Whammy” to play for a little while.  We 
had a fe w 
s m a l l 
p r o b l e m s 
such a s Jim 
B . had a 
s h a c k l e 
reverse on him and Gary H. ripped the 
plastic cover off of his rear bumper but 
both were fixed in a couple of minutes.  
Darwin went for ride when he came off 
some rocks on the wrong line but at 
least those following him saw what line 
not to take. At the end of the trail we all 
a greed the trai l had become more 
challenging over the last couple of years 
but to us it meant that it was better."

Day two we split into two groups with 
Craig leading one up Mount Princeton 
and Darren leading the other to Baldwin 
Lakes and Boulder Mountain.  Craig’s 
group got stopped just about where the 
road starts to cross the face of the 
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 Club Sponsors 

!
Wellington Toy Storage 

4000 Washington Ave. 

Wellington CO 

970-498-2111 

www.wellingtontoystor
age.com 

!
CarQuest Auto Parts 

2716 S. College Ave. 

Ft. Collins CO 

970-226-5050 

!
Moab 4x4 Outpost 

1831 S. HWY 191 

Moab UT 

435-259-0911

http://www.wellingtontoystorage.com
http://www.wellingtontoystorage.com


mountain by a large snow drift and 
fallen trees.  Darren’s group fared much 
better and was able to complete their 
trip although some were a little shaky 
about crossing a very narrow shelf slide 
area.  That evening was spent at a pot 
luck dinner hosted by the Helegsons."

On the third 
day we tackled 
the Iron 
Chest Mine 
t ra i l .  The 
“ b o w l i n g 
alley” boulder field is a 3 block long 
stretch of boulders which roll different 
ways as you drive over them.  After 
clearing that hurdle, Dave S. saw a lot of 
smoke coming out from under the hood 
of his Chevy powered FJ-40.  It seems 
that the wiring loom had fallen onto the 
exhaust manifold which in turn caused 
all the wires to lose their smoke.  It 
took about a half an hour to find new 
wire (with replacement smoke} and 
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Club Sponsors 

!
NAPA Auto Parts 

316 S. Link Ln. 

Ft. Collins CO 

!
Always A Deal Inc. 

Computer Services 

Johnstown CO 

970-310-7547 

www.AlwaysaDeal.info 

!
Maresh Cabling, LLC 

3400 Saratoga St. Unit C 

Wellington CO 

970-556-7276 

donmcabling@gmail.com

http://www.AlwaysaDeal.info
mailto:donmcabling@gmail.com
http://www.AlwaysaDeal.info
mailto:donmcabling@gmail.com


splice all the burnt wiring.  The rest of 
the trip was uneventful until we got to 
the mine.  There was one last snow drift 
blocking the turn around and parking 
area. After about 10 tries and 1 strap 
back , Cra ig 
was able bash 
through the 
drift and open 
the trail for the 
sea son .  On 
the way back down, we had to stop 
because Troy H. had broken one of the 
main springs on his YJ. A logging chain 
tightly wrapped around the spring pack 
was all the fix he needed.  A brief stop 
for campfire wood was made and at the 
end of the trail we went to St. Elmo to 
feed the chipmunks."

By now we were ready for an easy trip.  
JeepnDave’s friend, Darwin Helmer, 
who lives in Buena Vista, volunteered to 
lead us into an area that we hadn’t seen 
before.  He lead us on back roads south"
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 Club Sponsors 

Bullhide Liner 4x4 &  
Auto Accessories 

5817 South College 
Ave. 

Ft. Collins CO 

970-224-2288 

!
Horsepower Auto 

Brokers, LLC 

417 N. US HWY 287 

Ft. Collins CO 

970-482-2579 

www.horsepowerauto.
com 

!
Fry's Auto Care 

210 Commerce Dr. 

Ft. Collins CO 

970-310-7195

http://www.horsepowerauto.com
http://www.horsepowerauto.com
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east of town which took us to the 
remnants of a 
Spanish fort 
b u i l t 
hundreds of 
years ago as 
p r o t e c t i o n 
from the wild Indians while they were 
exploring the area. From the Fort, 
Darwin took us to several mining areas 
where we learned that gold and silver 
weren’t the only valuable minerals 
mined in the area. We went by a marble 
mine, granite mine and stopped for 
lunch at some sort of red rock mine. 
After a beautiful trip over Aspen Ridge 
(which must be the world’s largest 
breeding grounds for miller moths) and 
stopped at Darwin and his father’s old 
iron mining claim.  We also stopped at 
a sma l l , we l l 
p r e s e r v e d , 
ghost town 
called Futurity, 
which was at

 Club Sponsors 

RockStomper 

P.O. Box 724 

Firestone CO 

303-833-1431 

!
Fort Collins 4x4 Center 

1101 N. College Ave. 

Ft. Collins CO 

970-484-5500 

!
4x4 Used Parts                    
4x4 Off Road 

938 West Willox Lane 

Ft. Collins CO 

970-224-1133 

www.
4x4usedparts.com

http://www.4x4usedparts.com
http://www.4x4usedparts.com


the base of a large copper mine.  We wish 
to thank Darwin for taking us into new 
territory. "

Wednesday, we were headed to the 
Pomeroy Lakes trail but first we had to 
stop at the Grizzly lake trailhead.  We just 
had to play at the challenging entrance to 
the trail.  When we were finished with the 
obstacles we drove four miles to Pomeroy 
Lakes.  The first stop was to look at the 
Mary Murphy Mine boarding house and 
mill. On up the road we went up a very 
narrow shelf road to the mine itself.  The 
mine still had a lot of big equipment lying 
around and it was interesting to look at.  
As we neared the top of the trail at 12,100 
feet, the road was blocked by a large snow 
drift.  Jim D. had the pleasure of bashing 
this drift to fully open this trail for the 
season.  We ate our lunch at the top and a 
few took a short hike across the tundra to 
look down on Grizzly Lake.  "

Thursday was reserved for another visit to 
Chinaman Gulch just to play on the 

 Editor’s Note 

Just a reminder, I could 
use some Member’s 
Rides, Email the info 
a n d a p i c t u r e t o 
newsletter@montainee
rs4x4.org 

If you take pictures on 
our club trips and want 
to share them, please 
upload them on our 
Facebook page. (I can 
u s e t h e m i n t h e 
newsletter)
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obstac le s . Our ne w f r i ends f rom 
Louisiana, Donette and Billy in their built 
Rubicon, especially wanted to do this trail 
as they had been on a couple of other 
trails with us during the week.  In fact 

Donette and Billy are now the clubs newest associate members."

Several people were scheduled to go home on Friday but a few in 
our crowd weren’t done yet.  Corvette 
Dave, Venezuela Joe and Missouri Jim 
just had to do one more trail, Holy 
Cross City. It was the Big Horn Jeep 
Clubs annual work day on their adopt-
a-trail and the three Mountaineers 
went to help out.  It was a fun time on the trails for all 
Mountaineers with the plus being no major breakdowns.  The 
nights around the campfires are always fun, discussing each day’s 
events and anticipating what was in store for us the next day.  It 
was brought up that maybe next year we might try the Ouray 
area for the Mountaineer family week of wheeling, it’s just a 
thought."

El Guapo
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Members Rides 
Member Name: Joe Holt"
Member Number:  85 "
Ride Make and Model: Jeep TJ "
Year:  1999"
Engine: 4.0"
Transmission:"Manual (AX15)"
Transfer Case:" Atlas two speed 3.8:1"
Front End: Dana 30 4.56:1 with G2 gears and axles"
Rear End: Dana 44 4:56:1 with G2 gears"
Wheels and Tires: 15 inch steel with 35 x12.50 LTB Super Swampers"
Springs and Shocks: 4” lift with Rancho Shocks"
Brakes: Stock Disc / Drum"
Miscellaneous: Poison Spyder cage, aluminum fenders, and bumpers. "
" " " Genright 15 gallon aluminum fuel tank with armor, ""
" " " rocksliders, and aluminum rear corners. Full Traction "
" " " rear suspension system with 5 inch stretch. " " "
" " " Undercover Fab Works aluminum belly with engine "
" " " protection. Smittybuilt winch. CB"
Current and Future Projects:"Axle & brake upgrades with spring 
replacement."
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Board Meeting:"!
Membership Meeting:"!
Club Trip:

Aug.   11   7:30pm"
Sep.     8   7:30pm"
Jul.     16   7:30pm 
Aug.  20   7:30pm"
Jul.    20   9:30am

Cliff Dukes"
Jim Bridge"
Knights of Columbus, 121 N. Meldrum, Ft. Collins"
Knights of Columbus, 121 N. Meldrum, Ft. Collins"
Wal-Mart Parking Lot Hwy 287 & Hwy 66

July Newsletter �10



July Newsletter �11



July Newsletter �12


